
The birth of a song

From A Distance by Julie Gold

This was written by singer/songwriter Julie Gold, who was working odd jobs in New

York to make ends meet when she received a very special 30th birthday gift from her

parents back home in Philadelphia: the piano she had played as a child.

      The men who delivered her piano told her that it had gotten pretty cold in the truck on

its way to her, and that she shouldn't play it for a day to give it time to adjust to its new

surroundings in her apartment.

     Gold wanted to play it very badly, but, not wanting to cause damage, resisted the urge.

Instead, she just "hugged it and polished it." The next day, she sat down at that piano and

wrote this song in about 2 hours. 

     "I only set out to write a decent song about the difference between the way things seem

and the way things are. It has had a life of its own for the past 20 years now, and I think

everyone is entitled to interpret it ANY way they want. Really. Like all art. Even a bowl

of fruit might look like a litter of puppies to someone."

     Gold wrote this song in the winter of 1985. Nanci Griffith recorded it in 1987, and

Midler in 1990, just when the first Persian Gulf War began. It became the most requested

song on Saudi Band Radio and was very closely associated with that war. The song won a

Minute Man award from the US Army for inspiring troops during the First Gulf War. 

     This was Gold's first recorded song. She says, "My friend Christine Lavin heard it and

mailed my demo of the song to Nanci Griffith, who fell in love with it and decided to

record it. I should mention that Christine is an excellent (and famous) songwriter in her

own right. She wrote 'Sensitive New Age Guys' with John Gorka, among many others.

After Nanci Griffith recorded 'From A Distance,' it quickly became an anthem in Ireland

and a favorite for her fans worldwide. 

     In 1990, Bette Midler recorded it, and it went on to become a mega hit. Many 'From A

Distance' covers came after Nanci Griffith's version. Some came after Bette Midler's, too.

That's what makes it so cool, if you ask me. All of these legendary artists decided to

record my song!" 

     "Fortunately, words and music usually come together for me. I had been playing

around with the lyric and the concept for a few weeks but when I finally sat down at the

piano, it all sort of happened at once. I can only write at home. I can only write at a piano.

I can only write alone, though I'm trying to change my ways. In some ways that song took

me a lifetime and in some ways it took me around 2 hours.



     I love all my songs, and though I have no children, I would imagine that the writing

process is similar to the birthing process. Long, painful, rewarding. I guess if you have

several children you're able to know or predict who will be the 'brainy' one, who's the

'sensitive' one, who will make a difference in the world, etc. I love my songs because I

remember their births. I hope they all have meaningful lives. I realize that some might go

further than others. With 'From A Distance,' it's like I gave birth to a Nobel Prize winner

or something. I reeled in a whale. I still don't believe it and feel I was just chosen as the

designated messenger. I hope and pray I've been a worthy steward." 

     As for me, I only write when I feel I have something I MUST say. Then, I try to say it

in as universal but personal a way as I possibly can. I always try to take the scenic route

musically and lyrically. The job of a song is to take a person on a musical journey for 3

minutes. In those 3 minutes you can transport your listener to a better, higher place. When

they return to their starting point, hopefully they'll be changed forever for the better.

     The point is, songwriting is an amazing gift. When a writer picks up a pen they have

the chance to touch and change the world. This can not be taken lightly. It's a huge and

beautiful responsibility."

From A Distance

From a distance the world looks blue and green,
and the snow-capped mountains white.

From a distance the ocean meets the stream,
and the eagle takes to flight.

From a distance, there is harmony,
and it echoes through the land.

It's the voice of hope, it's the voice of peace,
it's the voice of every man.

From a distance we all have enough,
and no one is in need.

And there are no guns, no bombs, and no disease,



no hungry mouths to feed.

From a distance we are instruments
marching in a common band.

Playing songs of hope, playing songs of peace.
They're the songs of every man.

God is watching us. God is watching us.
God is watching us from a distance.

From a distance you look like my friend,
even though we are at war.

From a distance I just cannot comprehend
what all this fighting is for.

From a distance there is harmony,
and it echoes through the land.

And it's the hope of hopes, it's the love of loves,
it's the heart of every man.

It's the hope of hopes, it's the love of loves.
This is the song of every man.

And God is watching us, God is watching us,
God is watching us from a distance.

Oh, God is watching us, God is watching.
God is watching us from a distance.

~ Bette Midler singer
From A Distance written by Julie Gold

From Bette Midler’s CD, Some People's Lives
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